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USNA Spring Events

• Battalion Receptions 
• Community Assignment Dinners
• Summer TAD Assignments
• Spring Break (09-18MAR)
• Distinguished Graduate Award Ceremony (23MAR)
• Exhibition National Hockey League.  03MAR.  

Washington Capitals vs Toronto Maple Leafs
• Alumni Mentoring Program Intro  
• Final Exams 04-11MAY
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www.usna.edu/CommissioningWeek
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Facebook: US Naval Academy Parent Community
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MD Parents Club – Commissioning 101
http://www.usnamarylandpc.org

http://www.usnamarylandpc.org/
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Social Media

• Twitter:  @USNAAlumni

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/USNAAlumni

• Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/usnaalumni/

https://www.facebook.com/USNAAlumni
https://www.instagram.com/usnaalumni/
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https://intranet.usna.edu/MasterSchedule/
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Major Events

• Supe’s Receptions: (Sun 1/2, Mon 3/4, Tue 5/6) /  (16:30 – 20:00)

• Mon:  USMC 8th & I  (1100 – 1210)  /   Herndon (1330)

• Tues:  USMC Family Orientation (1000-1145) / Blue Angel Practice 

• Wed:  Blue Angel Performance (1400) / Graduation Ball (1930)

• Thur:  Color Parade (1100) / Prizes & Awards (1400)

• Fri:  Graduation
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Blue Angels 
Tuesday, May 23rd

• Circle and Arrival: 1100-1300

• Practice Air Show: 1400-1600

Wednesday, May 24th

• Circle and Arrival (if unable on May 23rd): 1100-1300

• Blue Angels Air Show: 1400-1600

Friday, May 26th

• Graduation Flyover: 1004
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NAVAL ACADEMY BRIDGE CLOSURE

Tuesday, 22 May 1045-1600

• Reopen during dead time (1300-1345)

Wednesday, 23 May 1345-1600

• (15 minutes prior to show)

• If unable to do Circle/Arrival on Tuesday, Wednesday 
timeline will shift to replicate Tuesday’s timeline

*** Highway Signs will be posted about road/bridge closure
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GATE CLOSURE AND SECURITY

• USNA gates closed to unauthorized (non-faculty/staff traffic)

– Tuesday, 22 May- 1100-1600

– Wednesday, 23 May- 1100-1600

• Road closures – (0600 each day) Sims Rd around Dewey

• Removal of cars

• Parking/gate passes (Blue Angel-VIP and USNA Passes)

Park at the stadium.  Ride the bus.  Expect a slow departure.
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YARD PARKING

• Short answer – there is none

– Some Handicap parking 
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• Weather Alts (Color Parade, Commencement, Supe’s Reception)
• Blue Angel Traffic impact.  Gate/Road closures
• USNA Parking and Access

– 1 stadium Parking Pass per family (week).  Extra cars / 5$ day
– Utilize USNA busses or park downtown

• Medical Support (Civilian vs Military)
• Tickets

– Outdoor unlimited  (only 6 in Company area, over flow 
unlimited, top 10% / legacy – stadium field seating)

– Indoor Commencement (4 per family)
– Indoor Color Parade (4 per family / only 4 companies)
– Supes Reception (4 + 1 MIDN)

• FYI:  Commencement streamed on usna.edu website

Logistical Hurdles
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• Weather (high 100 – low 50 / not kidding)

• Rained out / rain affect events
– Weather calls come very late

– Facebook & Twitter will provide timely updates

– USNA App ping notification

• Handicapped or Mobility limited guests

• Dress ( Casual -> Formal)

• Long Days

Logistical Hurdles
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• Emotional roller coaster for the MIDN & Parents

• Military Obligations

• Conflicting Priorities

• Scheduling too much

• Consider traffic / time when making reservations 
for family events

• Weather considerations

Managing Expectations
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Commissioning Ceremony

• Getting to the stadium  (Family / MIDN)

• 0600:  Parking Lot Gates open

• 0700:  Stadium gates open / Grads muster

• 0900:  MIDN Procession

• 0930:  Staff / Faculty procession

• 1000:  Begin Ceremony

• 1230 ~ approx hat toss
– Finding your new ENS/2LT On-field  

– Shoulder boards / cover exchange

– Expect ugly traffic while departing
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Weather Affected Event

• Very rare, only under dire conditions 

• Weather Call will not be made until day of event

• Indoor = Alumni Hall = Limited seating (4 per MIDN)

• Park at the stadium, bus onto yard

• Ceremony will be streamed live 

– can be viewed globally w/ internet access

– Link will be provided via every available social media 
option (USNA.edu, USNA.com websites, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc…)
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How you plan to arrive matters



FOR ALL THE RIGHT REASONS

UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AND FOUNDATION

Commencement Ceremony Arrival & Departure
Friday, May 25, 2018, 10 a.m.

Stadium Gate Hours:
6:00 a.m. Parking Gates Open
7:00 a.m. Stadium Gates & Concessions Open

eCruisers
(shown above)

will circle the 
parking lots to pick 
up guests needing 

assistance getting to 
a Stadium entrance. 

Wheelchair ramps and 
seating are adjacent to 
Sections 1, 8, 25, and 32.
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Finding your 
MID after the 
hat toss
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Pre-arrange a location on the field – ex. 20 yard line, 
Gold side, nearest the horseshoe end of the field


