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A FEW WORDS...

FROM MY PERSPECTIVE

SEMPER GUMBY

y Life can change in a hurry. In the blink of
an eye things can go from comfortable
and familiar to something that's
g completely new and unknown. I've seen it
- happen to friends and colleagues. I've
had it happen in my own life and career.
And on July 2nd a year ago | watched as it
happened to my son, Cole.

We were walking up the sidewalk at the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis. It was Induction Day, the appointed time when Cole
would shed his civilian existence and begin life as a “Plebe”... the
first step in his four-year trek to become a Naval officer. We were
prepared to wait in a long line outside of Alumni Hall with many of
the other 12-hundred-and-some inductees. These were going to be
cherished minutes; my family’s last time together before we sent
Cole away for five and a half weeks of intense physical and
emotional training that would likely change him forever.

As we approached the building we could see a hoard of people
milling around, and | looked for the end of the line. But suddenly we
realized that the sidewalk in front of us was completely clear; the
hoard consisted of parents and families and friends who had
already sent their Plebes into the Navy’s care. In an instant, the 45
minutes | thought | had to say “goodbye” turned into about 45
seconds. He gave me a hug, he hugged and kissed his mom, he
turned and entered the building... and he was gone.

Even though we had been planning for this day for months, | was
unprepared for the suddenness of that moment. Everyone around
understood my tears.

Change is often difficult. But in a world where it sometimes seems
that the only constant is change, the measure often becomes not
how or when changes happen, but how we deal with them. Some
changes come suddenly; an accident or an abrupt shift in plans.
Some changes take more time; and our challenge then is to deal
with the uncertainty... the not knowing... which can be equally as
hard.

One of the unofficial mottos of the North Carolina Naval Academy
Parents’ Association is Semper Gumby... which is intended to mean
“always flexible.” And perhaps it's helpful advice when dealing with
sudden change in or out of the Naval Academy. It’s kind of like the
adage “if you don’t bend, you'll break.” In life or in business, if we
can remain flexible to changes when they occur, we can more
effectively deal with them, and come out safely on the other side.

Robert Flinn, NAPCNC Vice President
(Cole 2012/5th Company)
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On the

Fourth of July...

1776 - Declaration of
Independence ' signed
by first ' continental

congress.
1802 - United States
Military  Academy

officially , opens  at
West Point, NY.

1826 - 50 years to the
day after the Declara-
tion’s adoption, presi-
dents John Adams
and Thomas Jefferson
both died.

1831 - Fifth U.S. presi-
dent, James Monroe,
dies in New York City.
1872 - 30th president
of the U.S. Calvin
Coolidge, is born in
Plymouth, VT.

1939 - Baseball great
Lou Gehrig, gives
famous  “farewell”
speech in New York’s
Yankee Stadium.
1997 - NASA’'s Path-
finder spacecraft
lands on Mars and
CBS newsman and
North Carolina native
Charles Kuralt dies at
age 62.

Hel pful information from he
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INDUCTION DAY 2009!
2013 PEBESON THE YARD JULY 1ST

Plebe Summer is upon us! On Wednesday,
July 1 about 1,250 of America’s finest young
men and women will enter into one of the
most challenging periods of their lives...
taking the first steps to becoming future
officers in the United States Navy and Marine
Corps.

According to Veronica Gibson at the Naval
Academy Alumni Association, the Class of
2013 set new records for the number of
students wanting to attend the USNA. More
than 15,000 applications were received. Of
the 1,250 that were accepted, about 38
came from North Carolina.

2013 Plebes from the NAPCNC region
include: Brooke Amoroso from Jacksonville, Katy Bray from Cary,
Jeffrey Beale from Raleigh, Jeffrey Christopher from Winston-Salem,
Thomas Esposito from Fayetteville, Nathalie Gonzalez from Spring
Lake, Matthew Holliday from Mebane, Peter Huntley from Wilson,
Sarah Jaeger from Siler City, Joshua Jones from Greensboro,
Joaquin Leal from Jacksonville, Alexandra Mensing from Raleigh,
Mark Moeller from Camp Leleune, Benjamin O’Neill from Sanford,
Jennifer Penley from Pfafftown, Francisco Perez from Greensboro,
Denzel Reina from Wake Forest, Seth Stewart from Greensboro,
Collin Sturdivant from High Point, and Kyle Todd from Winston-
Salem.

After five weeks of intense physical, mental, and emotional training,
the Class of 2013 will have the opportunity to reunite with parents
and families during Plebe Parents Weekend, August 7th through the
9th. The entire Brigade will reform on The Yard Wednesday, August
19th.

Michael  Smithson
(2011/29th) smiles for
the camera after a long
Induction Day in 2007.

HEY!...WE NEeED YOUR NEWS!

Welcome to the inaugural edition of the latest NAPCNC newsletter. In
an effort to keep us all connected, we're interested in hearing from
YOU about your Mid. If you have information that you'd like to share
(and, honestly... what Mid parent doesn’t like to brag??) please send
an e-mail to ncnavydad@hotmail.com. If you have an idea for a story...
if you have a picture, or if you'd like to contribute something to a future
newsletter, please drop us a line. Also if there’s someone you'd like
included on the newsletter mailing list, let us know that, too!



PLEBES N

MORE!!

The initial cannon fired
May 18th at 1:30 pm.
Within seconds nearly
1,000 members of the
Class of 2012 had
raced from their stag-
ing zone at Tecumseh

Court and
surrounded the lard-
encrusted Herndon
monument.

The objective, of

course, was to replace
the Plebe’s “dixie cup”
stuck to the top of the
obelisk with an offi-
cer's cover... after
which the 4th class
would be “plebes no
more.”

From our vantage
point, it was an exer-
cise in organized

chaos. Strength, stam-
ina, balance, endur-
ance, and patience all
fought for equilibrium.
Finally, one group
found the right combi-
nation. And after one
hour, 14 minutes, 38

seconds, Midshipman
Schyler Widman, 19, of
Jackson Hole, WY,

accomplished the feat,
and a deafening roar
rolled across the yard.

The Class of 2012
were Plebes No More!

Robert & Caroline Flinn— Cole 2012/5th

-
2 NAP_ENC Nava_!- Afademy

WHERE THE MIDS ARE

Here’s a quick look at how some of the NAPCNC Midshipmen are spending their
Summer of 2009.

Peter A. Beale (2010) did Medical internships at Norfolk and at UNC, will do a
surface cruise (LHD 7 USS IWO JIMA), and will be a squad leader during Plebe
Summer.

Erich DeHart (2010, 11th) is in Quantico, VA at Leatherneck, then off to Djibouti
on the horn of Africa in an exercise involving "sustainability."

Cole Flinn (2012, 5th) is currently aboard the USS Gunston Hall (LDS 44). He
finished zero block training in the USNA SHAPE program and will be on the yard
in July for summer school.

Nicholas Macdonald (2012) is off to Pearl Harbor to board the USS Kidd (DDG
100). He'll head back for YP Cruises for Block 3.

Jason Mazzoni (2010) is in the VOST (varsity offshore sailing team),
racing from Annapolis to Newport and from Marion to Bermuda. In the third block
he has a sub cruise, location TBD.

Chris Reyes (2010, 8t) had YP's for zero block. He is currently at Quantico for
Leathernecks, after which he will be taking an internship at Quantico working
with a Spanish instructor.

Matthew Roberts (2010, 14th) Is XO on Integrity in VOST race from Annapolis to
Newport and Marion to Bermuda, has a 2nd block Internship in Annapolis on the
Trident project, and a 3rd block Sub Cruise, location TBD.

Michael Smithson (2011, 29t ) is spending 1st block climbing glaciers in Alaska
with National Outdoor Leadership School, 2nd block doing PROTRAMID in San
Diego, and 3rd block as XO on a sail from Annapolis to Freeport, Rhode Island.

Laura Stark (2012) is currently cruising a YP block, then will cruise on the USS
Monterey (CG61), out of Norfolk.

Alec Thomas (2010, 11t) is taking a 1st block summer courses to lighten his load
for his last baseball season. 2nd block he’s going on a surface cruise. 31 block he
will be at NAPS.

Robert Morgan Williams (2012) is currently on the USS Mesa Verde (LPD 19)
stationed in Norfolk and will be sailing during 3rd Block.

HAVE YOou SEEN 0 HE LoG? O

Are you looking for inside information about what’s happening on The
Yard? Well, you could subscribe to one of many of the available list-
serves. But for a truly unique perspective, consider a subscription to
0The Log. o

Originally published as far back as 1913, 0 Th e 4 @ gnigue
collection of essays, stories, reports, and complaints about the day-to-
day life of a Midshipman at USNA. Written and published by and for
Midshipmen, the magazine is published monthly during the academic
year. Its history is rocky; the collection of satire and inside humor has
often rankled higher-ups at the Academy, and even in the Navy and
the U.S. Congress.

If you've ever been a fan of 0 Ma thagazineord Nat i onal

you'll probably love © T h e  The grticlés and stories are decidedly
“inside” the confines of the academy; some of the jokes and story
topics might need a little deciphering from your Midshipman. But the
magazine is a treat to read, and gives a unique look at life at USNA.
You can subscribe at www.usna.edu/thelog/subscribe.html.
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THE US NA UOKEBT LISTO

A recent list-serve posting invited parents of graduating Firsties to
catalog some of their favorite moments of the previous four years. It
seemed like an interesting thing to pass along as a potential “bucket
list” for current Midshipmen families — things to make sure we do (and

not miss) while our Mids are at USNA. Here’s a compilation, in no |#&

particular order:

Messiah Concert in December

Going to DC to see cherry blossoms with your Mid as your guide.
Army/Navy weekend (attend at least one if you can swing it).
Navy/Notre Dame football game.

2nd class Parent’s Weekend.

Your Plebe’s first trip to Wal-Mart during Plebe Parents Weekend.
Taking a group of Mids to dinner and just listening to them talk.
Meeting — and thanking — your Mid’s sponsor family.

Halloween concert at the chapel.

10. Any parade.

11. Herndon!

12. Any sporting event available... the more obscure the better.

13. Meeting some of the finest people from all across the country.
14. Hearing Mids sing “Blue and Gold” at the end of football games.
15. Spirit Spots on YouTube.

16. The Mid Store.

17. Watching your Mid perform, compete, or parade.

18. The first time you see your former Plebe with his 3/C boards.
19. Hitting the Mids’ favorite bar/restaurant.
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ARMY/NAVY
FOOTBALL
LOCATIONS
ANNOUNCED

The annual contest
between the Midship-
men of USNA and
the Black Knights of
the US Military
Academy at West
Point is  without
question one of the
most greatest
rivalries in college
football. For the past
several years the
games have been
staged in
Philadelphia and
Baltimore. Here are
the locales for games
through 2017:

2009 - Philadelphia

THIS MONTH ON THE YARD

1 - Induction Day for the Class of 2013: Detailed schedule posted on
the web at www.usna.edu.

4 - Fourth of July Celebration— Annapolis waterfront.

7 - U.S. Naval Academy Concert Band Summer Serenade begins, 7:30
p.m., Annapolis City Dock.

8 - 4/C Practice Parade, 6:15 a.m.

11 - John Paul Jones’ Day: Events and exhibits at Armel-Leftwich Visitor
Center, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. For information call 410-263-6933.

14 - U.S. Naval Academy Concert Band, Summer Serenade, 7:30 p.m.,
Annapolis City Dock.

15 - 4/C Practice Parade, 6:15 a.m.

17 - 4/C Formal Parade, 9:30 a.m., Worden Field.

22 - U.S. Naval Academy Band Summer Serenade, Electric Brigade,
7:30 p.m., Annapolis City Dock.

24 - 4/C Detailers Turnover Parade, 12:30 p.m., Worden Field.

28 - U.S. Naval Academy Concert Band, Summer Serenade, Concert
Band /Alumni Concert, 7:30 p.m., Annapolis City Dock,

29 - 4/C Practice Parade, 6:15 a.m., Worden Field.

31-4/C Formal Parade, 9:30 a.m., Worden Field.

¥ NEXT NAVY FOOTBALL GAME:
09/05/09 @ Ohio State (Time TBD)

NEXT HOME NAVY FOOTBALL GAME:
09/12/09 vs Louisiana Tech (Kickoff 3:30)

2010 - Philadelphia
2011 - Washington DC
2012 - Philadelphia
2013 - Philadelphia
2014 - Baltimore
2015 - Philadelphia
2016 - Baltimore
2017 - Philadelphia

This year's game will
be played on Saturday,
December 12 at
Lincoln Financial Field
in Philadelphia.
NAPCNC  Presidents
Guy and Betty Ann
Guidry are already
hard at work putting
together hotel and
hospitality arrange-
ments for club parents
wishing to attend. Be
on the lookout for
more  information...
and buy your tickets
earlyl The game is
always a sell-out!

GO NAVYI!! BEAT ARMYII




