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Smith – McCool Memorial Sword

Traditionally, the Texas Gulf Coast Chapter has presented the Mike Smith Memorial Sword each year at our January luncheon to the Midshipman 1/C (from our area) with the highest class ranking.  As you remember, Mike Smith ‘67 was the pilot of the Space Shuttle Challenger when it exploded on January 28, 1986.  He became the first alumnus to give his life in the exploration of space.  Willie McCool ’83 was the pilot of the Space Shuttle Columbia when it exploded on February 1, 2003.  Effective with last year’s presentation, we have re-named the memorial award sword to honor both men.  This annual sword presentation to the deserving Midshipman, with his/her family proudly in attendance, is always a memorable occasion. 

On January 7th, the Smith-McCool Memorial Sword was presented to MIDN David Farrell ’05.   Our guest speaker and award presenter was CAPT Dominic “Dom” Gorie, ‘79, USN, NASA Astronaut (a veteran of three space flights) with over 32 days in space.  He now serves as the chief of the Astronaut Safety Branch.  Dom has accumulated over 5500 hours in more than 35 aircraft and has over 600 carrier landings.  He also flew 38 combat missions in Operation Desert Storm. 
CAPT Gorie reminisced about his personal friendship with Willie McCool ’83, and other stories about Mike Smith ’67.  He then spoke about MIDN Farrell’s accomplishments – varsity Navy football for two years, ranked 116th in overall order of merit in his class at the end of his 2/c year while pursuing a mechanical engineering major, and 16th Company Commander in the fall of 2004.  
MIDN Farrell graduated from Clements High School (Sugar Land, TX).  David first considered USNA when Todd Spencer, offensive line coach, recruited him to play football.  His Blue & Gold Officers were Babs and Captain Rick Miller ‘68, USNR.
MIDN David Farrell has service selected Naval Aviation and is considering the Naval Post Graduate School or the MIT-WHOI-Joint Program in Oceanography after graduation.  David’s very proud parents and other family members attended this luncheon.  As always, our Chapter was very pleased to honor a local Midshipman’s extraordinary accomplishments as well as remember two fallen heroes.   
Chapter Officers
Recently elected Chapter Officers include:  President – Jeff Hogan ‘64, VP – Dan Holsberg ’92, Treasurer – Rob Brown ’65, Secretary – Ed Klein ’72, Director – Rich Bulger ’69, Director – Tom Wojciechowski ’69, Director – Lynn Wegner ‘65, and Director – Peter Vanderlofske ’68. 
Chapter News
Byron Woodard ’95, is looking for senior level finance, business development or operations opportunities.   He returned to Houston seven months ago to work for an investment banking firm, and now finds that office in the midst of downsizing.  He previously worked for five years in New York as an investment banker.  Prior to that, Byron had five years as a Navy Supply Officer (two tours; finance focused) in San Diego.  Please contact him with employment opportunities or suggestions at 713-862-9663 or byronkw@email.com.

Chapter Dinner - - June 3rd  

As in prior years, our annual Chapter Dinner will be held on Friday night June 3rd at Brennan’s Restaurant for alumni, spouses, guests, and the USNA Parents’ Club members.  More info to come.
Chapter Luncheons

Chapter luncheons are USUALLY held on the first Friday of every month (March 4, April 1, & May 6) at Brennan’s Restaurant, 3300 Smith St. (11:30am refreshments, and noon to 1:00pm lunch).  For additional information, please visit http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/TX/GulfCoast/default.htm, or send an email to klein1985@sbcglobal.net.
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