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USNA Golf Classic, Nov 9

Our chapter’s Third Annual USNA Alumni Association & Foundation Golf Classic was held on November 9th at Raveneaux Country Club --- with 135 players and sponsors, plus another 65 lunch attendees.  All proceeds from this tournament went to the USNA Foundation.  

During lunch, we had an incredible lineup of speakers.  Tim Rebhorn ’83 welcomed everyone and thanked our many sponsors.  Tim introduced the event’s Honorary Chairman, Robert A. Mosbacher Sr., former Secretary of Commerce, who humorously mentioned that he agreed to serve as Honorary Chairman only if the Committee put forth “maximum effort” in this fundraising event, and he acknowledged the Committee’s success.  Then Robert Mosbacher introduced James A. Baker III, Secretary of State in the earlier Bush Administration.  Jim Baker recalled that in 1988, during the early days of the Bush Administration, that the Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Al Gray, USMC, called to make an introductory appointment.  As a former Marine Captain, James Baker quickly accepted the overture and was somewhat humbled and amused at the prospect.  At the end of the visit, The Commandant gave Secretary Baker a “camouflaged” calling card with the title “U.S. Marine” in big letters underneath his name, and “Secretary of State” in much smaller letters.  

With the tone of the luncheon set, James Baker then introduced George H.W. Bush, 41st President of the United States, as simply “Ensign Bush”.  The President took the opportunity to tell a few Navy stories as well as aviation stories from his early years.  He also spoke about the perilous times we live in and his admiration for the men and women in today’s military.

Following the President’s remarks, Secretary Mosbacher presented George Watt ’73, President of the USNA Foundation, with a $100,000 check to the USNA Foundation on behalf of the Tournament.  Of course, George was very gracious as he accepted the donation and mentioned that no other alumni chapter has ever raised funds of near this magnitude.  Chet Gladchuk, USNA Athletic Director, spoke to us about the Navy football team’s incredible season and the potential (at that time) bowl possibilities.

Tim Rebhorn introduced our last speaker, Joe Bellino ’61, Heisman Trophy winner.  Joe briefly mentioned winning the Heisman, during the 1960 season, and acknowledged that it meant a lot to him and to the Naval Academy.  Instead of dwelling on that achievement, he graciously preferred to recall a few spectacular accomplishments by his Navy football teammates – now living in Houston.  

Joe Bellino told us that as a plebe in 1957, he watched Buddy Wellborn ’59 score 3 touchdowns in a victory over Notre Dame.  He reminisced about Greg Mather ’62 kicking a last minute field goal to win the game against the University of Washington (then ranked #1) in Seattle in 1960.  And, after that season, in the January 1961 Orange Bowl (against Missouri), Joe recalled Greg Mather intercepting a lateral and running 98 yards for a Navy score, in front of then President-elect John F. Kennedy.   The audience was tremendously impressed with Joe Bellino ’61 – a true sportsman who directed the attention to his fellow football teammates.

We gratefully acknowledge the extraordinary work of the Tournament Committee – Peter Vanderlofske '68, Rob Brown '65, Tim Rebhorn '83, Ed Hlopak '65, Lynn Wegner '65, Tom Wojciechowski '69, Rick Kercheval (father of Jason Kercheval ’01 and Christi Kercheval ’03), Tony Kindred (father of Jennifer Mungas ’99), and Rick Mawdsley (father of Andrew Mawdsley ’05).

This tournament was founded in 2002 under the leadership of Peter VanDerlofske ’68, with the help of the local alumni chapter board and the Blue and Gold Organization.  The objective was to establish an annual fundraising event such that the Chapter could continually increase its support of the Naval Academy.  Once again, Andy Howard ’75 performed admirably as the official (but unpaid) Chapter photographer.  Many more photos can be found (and downloaded) at our website,  http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/TX/GulfCoast/default.htm. 

Chapter News
Trina & Frank Pagura ‘95 are re-locating from Houston to Chicago (in December?) for a new opportunity, Manager, Parts Planning and Coordination, with Komatsu (mfg of construction & mining equipment) in their U.S. headquarters, Vernon Hills, IL.  Frank’s direct boss is an Army ’90 grad and, incredibly, that formed the basis for communication and confidence.  However, this will be the first “real winter” for Trina and Aimee’s (their infant daughter).  Frank served this Chapter well as President, and we will miss him.  Frank can be reached at fpagura@komatsuna.com or 847-970-4345. … … Thom Holt '73 reports that he has left his VP HR position with Trajen, a company that delivers aviation support and logistics solutions to the DoD, Fortune 500 companies, and government agencies through its nationwide network of fixed base operations.  For now, Thom & Diane plan to stay in College Station, TX as Diane enjoys her position at A&M and their children are out of the nest, including Rob Holt '02 – a navigator on the USS Port Royal, CG‑73, out of Pearl Harbor.  Thom's resume is ready and looks forward to networking with other grads. In the interim Thom started a new company "Fair Winds Human Resource Solutions LLC" and can be contacted at hhoolltt@verizon.net or 979‑574‑4331. … Our Chapter gathered at the SRO Sports Bar for the Navy-Army football game and enjoyed a great Navy win, 42-13. 

Valentine's Luncheon, Feb 4th 

Our Chapter's "Sixth Annual Valentine's Luncheon" will be held on February 4th, red roses will be given to all invited special guests. 

Chapter Luncheons
Chapter luncheons are USUALLY held on the first Friday of every month (Feb 4, March 4, April 1, & May 6) at Brennan’s Restaurant, 3300 Smith St. (11:30am refreshments, and noon to 1:00pm lunch).  For additional information, please visit http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/TX/GulfCoast/default.htm, or send an email to klein1985@sbcglobal.net.
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