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USNA Birthday Celebration, Oct 1st
Our Chapter celebrated the 159th Anniversary of the Founding of our Naval Academy on October 1st on board the U.S.S. Texas (BB-35).  Alumni and guests gathered on the main deck at 6:00 pm for our traditional social hour.  Frank Pagura ’95 welcomed all shipmates and guests.
We had toasts – to the United States of America (given by Jeff Hogan ’64), to the Navy (given by Hank Ochel ‘61), to the Marine Corps (given by Bart Jealous ’65), to the Naval Academy (given by Capt Mary Beth Bruggeman ’99, USMC), and a toast to honor all of our men and women in uniform around the globe (given by Ed Klein ’72). 
We then went through the ship’s galley -- for a barbecue dinner!  Appropriately, the first slice of USNA birthday cake was cut by the senior alum (Lucien Hunt ’40) with help from the junior alum (Justin Simmons ’03).
Our Guest of Honor, Capt Mary Beth Bruggeman ’99, USMC is currently serving as the 12th Company Officer at the Academy.  Capt Bruggeman spoke about her Airfield Operations Company deploying to Kuwait in 2003, followed by movement to Jalibah Airfield, Iraq, in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.   The unit returned to MCAS Miramar on May 26, 2003.   Shortly thereafter, Capt Bruggeman reported to the Academy.  She spoke about the Academy’s single-focus on ensuring that graduates are ready to lead sailors and marines in combat.  She also shared some lighter moments about various Midshipmen “activities” in the yard.
As the evening ended, we all sang “Navy Blue and Gold” (the new lyrics) and realized that our military is in very good hands with fine officers such as Capt Bruggeman. 
Navy-Army game, Dec 4
We’ll gather at the SRO Sports Bar in the Northwest Shopping Mall.  Call us to confirm the location & details.

The Smith - McCool Memorial Sword Award presentation, Jan 7 

Our Chapter will present the Smith - McCool Memorial Sword Award to the Midshipman 1/C (from our area) with the highest class ranking.  As you recall, Mike Smith ‘67 was the pilot of the Space Shuttle Challenger when it exploded on January 28, 1986. He became the first alumnus to give his life in the exploration of space.  Willie McCool ’83 was the pilot of the Space Shuttle Columbia when it exploded on February 1, 2003.  This annual sword presentation is always a memorable occasion.  Please join us.
Valentine's Luncheon, Feb 4 

Our Chapter's "Sixth Annual Valentine's Luncheon" will feature red roses for all invited special guests. 

Chapter Luncheons

Chapter luncheons are USUALLY held on the first Friday of every month (Dec 3, Jan 7, Feb 4, & March 4) at Brennan’s Restaurant, 3300 Smith St. (11:30am refreshments, and noon to 1:00pm lunch).  For additional information, please visit http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/TX/GulfCoast/default.htm, or send an email to klein1985@sbcglobal.net.

 










    Ed Klein ‘72 

