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Chapter Alumni & Parents’ Club Dinner 

Our annual June dinner for alumni, spouses, guests, and USNA Parents' Club members was 

held on June 4th.  Frank Pagura ’95 opened the evening by welcoming everyone and introducing our  guest, CAPT Charles (Joe) Leidig, Jr. ’78, USN, Commandant of Midshipmen.  

We had a number of ceremonial toasts … to the Navy (given by Frank Pagura ’95) … to the Marine Corps (given by Col. Jack Zimmerman ’64 USMC (Ret.) as he mentioned the activation of his earlier command, the 1st Battalion 23rd Regiment, for duty in Iraq) … to the Naval Academy and the Brigade of Midshipmen (given by MIDN Rae Katz ’05), … and to the USNA Parents Club (given by Shannon Shary).

Our Chapter presented Lynn Wegner ’65 with our “Outstanding Alumni of the Year” award.  Board member Rob Brown ’65 spoke about Lynn’s achievements as Chapter President.  The two classmates “volunteered” for our Chapter Board years ago and have been pivotal to our success.  The Certificate of Commendation from the USNAAA recognized Lynn Wegner for introducing new Chapter events such as the annual USNA Birthday Celebration on the Battleship Texas, and the "Valentine's Day Luncheon" – developed from an idea five years ago into a highly entertaining and educational annual program.  These programs were established because of Lynn’s vision and his personal drive.  The certificate was signed by ADM Carlisle A. H. Trost ‘53, USN (Ret.), Chairman, and George P. Watt, Jr. ‘73, President and CEO.  
Our guest of honor, CAPT Joe Leidig ’78, USN, Commandant of Midshipmen, spoke to us about his tour of duty at the Naval Academy – starting September 2003, right after a hurricane flooded the academy grounds and many of the buildings.  CAPT Leidig remarked how the Midshipmen responded to that crisis – in terms of the cleanup as well as maintaining academic instruction.  He also mentioned his two earlier visits to Houston -- the pivotal football win over Rice last year and the post-season Houston Bowl.  CAPT Leidig reiterated his focus on three things that he constantly speaks about to the Brigade – “honor, leadership, and effort”.  Mrs. Nancy Katz (Parents Club) stepped up as “Chapter Photographer” for this event.  

On Thursday, June 3rd, 1st Lt. Thomas Allosso ’00, USMC, spoke at a “Welcome Aboard Reception” for the incoming Class of 2008 and NAPS attendees held at the Second Baptist Church Fellowship Hall in Houston.  1st Lt. Allosso spoke about his USNA experiences and his 2003 deployment to Iraq.  Peter VanDerlofske ’68, Blue & Gold Area Coordinator, reported that the event was attended by 200+ people representing the 33 local area appointees to the Class of 2008 and 9 appointees to NAPS and the Foundation Program

On Saturday morning, CAPT Leidig and his aide, LT Dan Bozung ’97, USN, participated in a workout for the incoming Class of ’08.  Bart Jealous ’65 holds morning workouts as part of the Blue & Gold process for USNA candidates.  The conditioning run provided a very appropriate setting for CAPT Leidig to reaffirm the importance of  “honor, leadership, and effort”.  

June Dinner attendees

The following shipmates attended the June 4th dinner:  Lucien Hunt ’40, Jack Keller ’48, David Cooke ’50, Keith Spayde ’50, Rodwell Johnson ’57, James Hamrick ’58, Buddy Wellborn ’59, Roy Hughes ’60, Chris Nichols ’61, Greg Mather ’62, Marty Greene ’63, Eric Woods ’64, Jack Zimmermann ’64, Rob Brown ’65, Bart Jealous ’65, Lynn Wegner ’65, Mike Tracy ’66, Peter VanDerlofske ’68, Rich Bulger ’69, Doug Bateman ’70, Ed Klein ’72, Steve Niskanen ’82, Alan Wilde ’82, Dave Sewell ’87, Dan Holsberg ’92, Buster Swanton ’94, Frank Pagura ’95, Mark Venzor ’97, and Ryan Dupnick ’98.
USNA Birthday Party Oct 1st

We will celebrate the Academy’s birthday with a Social Hour and  Dinner on board our state's historic battleship, U.S.S. Texas (BB-35)  www.usstexasbb35.com.  The event will be held on Friday October 1st.  More information to follow.

Third Annual USNA Foundation Golf Classic, Nov 8

This event will be held on Monday, November 8th at Raveneaux Country Club.  The proceeds from this tournament go to the USNA Foundation.  For information on this event, and reservations, please contact  Peter  Vanderlofske '68 at 713-341-3430 or pvanderlofske@apogeeholdings.com. 

Chapter Luncheons

Chapter luncheons are USUALLY held on the first Friday of every month (Sep 3, Nov 5, Dec 3, & Jan 7) at Brennan’s Restaurant, 3300 Smith St. (11:30 am refreshments, and noon to 1:00 pm lunch).  There will be no October luncheon.  For additional information on any item herein, please visit our website,  http://www.usna.com/Chapters/US/TX/GulfCoast/default.htm, or send an email to klein1985@sbcglobal.net.
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